IAR’s Start-up to Watch Award – entry criteria

To be eligible for the IAR Start‑up to Watch award, applicants must meet all of the following criteria:
· The company must be under five years old at the time of entry.
· The company must employ fewer than 50 people globally.
· The company must be at pre‑seed, seed or Series A funding stage only. Companies that have progressed beyond Series A are not eligible.
· The company’s annual revenue must be under £8 million.
· The company must be actively engaging with the airport ecosystem, demonstrated by one or more of the following: 
· participation in an accelerator or innovation programme;
· piloting or trialling a solution with an airport;
· actively seeking an airport partner for a pilot or proof‑of‑concept.
· The entry must relate to a genuinely innovative technology, product or process developed by the company. Solutions that primarily repackage, rebrand or resell existing third‑party products or technologies will not be eligible.
· The solution must be relevant to the airport sector, including but not limited to passenger experience, terminal or airside operations, sustainability, digitalisation, safety or asset management.



