Application form: eligibility questions (not assessed, used for vetting)
These should be mandatory, closed or short‑form questions to allow fast pre‑screening.
Company profile
1. Company name
2. Year of incorporation
3. Country of incorporation
4. Number of full‑time employees (current)
5. Latest annual revenue (most recent financial year, convert to GBP please £)
Funding stage
6. What is your current funding stage? 
· ☐ Pre‑seed
· ☐ Seed
· ☐ Series A
7. Have you raised funding beyond Series A? (Yes / No)
Airport engagement
8. Which best describes your current engagement with airports? (Select all that apply) 
· ☐ Participating in an accelerator or innovation programme
· ☐ Piloting or trialling with an airport
· ☐ In discussions with airports regarding a pilot
· ☐ Actively seeking an airport pilot
9. Please name any airport(s), accelerator(s) or programmes you are currently engaging with (if applicable).
Innovation declaration
10. Is the solution entered developed in‑house by your company? (Yes / No)
11. Does the solution primarily involve repackaging, rebranding or reselling a third‑party product or technology? (Yes / No)
· If yes, please note that the entry will not be eligible.
Relevance confirmation
12. Briefly confirm how your solution is relevant to the airport sector (maximum 100 words).
Declarations
13. Please confirm that all information provided is accurate and that your company meets the eligibility criteria for this award. (Tick to confirm)

5‑minute video submission: what entrants should cover
Format guidance for entrants (optional but helpful to include):
Single take or edited video is acceptable. Slides may be used but are not required. The focus should be clarity rather than production quality.

1. Airport problem and relevance (approx. 1.5 minutes)
(Supports: Relevance and problem fit for airports)
Entrants should cover:
· The specific airport challenge they are addressing and who experiences it (eg operator, passenger, airline, asset manager).
· Why this problem matters to airports today, including operational, commercial, sustainability or passenger experience implications.
· Where in the airport environment the solution applies (eg terminal, airside, landside, digital layer).
Judges should come away with a clear understanding of the airport use case and why it is worth solving.

2. The solution and what makes it innovative (approx. 2 minutes)
(Supports: Innovation and differentiation)
Entrants should cover:
· What the solution actually does, explained clearly and without jargon.
· What is new or different about their approach compared with how airports typically address this challenge today.
· Why their solution is purpose‑built for airports, rather than adapted from another sector.
Judges should be able to identify the innovation quickly and understand how it stands apart from existing approaches.

3. Progress, traction and readiness to scale (approx. 1.5 minutes)
(Supports: Credibility and readiness to scale)
Entrants should cover:
· Current stage of development, including pilots, trials, accelerator participation or proof‑of‑concept activity.
· Any engagement with airports to date, even if informal or early‑stage.
· What the next 12–18 months looks like in terms of scaling or deployment within airports.
Judges should gain confidence that the start‑up can move from concept to operational reality.


Eligibility checklist – IAR’s Start‑up to Watch Award
To enter, your company must meet all of the following criteria:
· ☐ Company is under five years old
· ☐ Company has fewer than 50 employees
· ☐ Funding stage is pre‑seed, seed or Series A only
· ☐ Annual revenue is under £8 million
· ☐ Actively engaging with the airport sector (e.g. participating in an accelerator, piloting with an airport, or actively seeking an airport pilot or partner)
· ☐ Offering a genuinely innovative technology, product or process developed in‑house
· ☐ Solution is not a rebranded or repackaged third‑party product
· ☐ Solution is relevant to the airport industry

